I.Mulitiple choice   (P17)

1.The Renaissance is actually a movement stimulated by a series of historical events.. which one of the following is not such an event?

 A. The rediscovery of ancient Rome and Greek culture .

 B. England’s domestic rest.

 C. New discovery in geography and astrology.

 D. The religious reformation and the economic expansion.

2. _________is regarded as the most successful religious allegory in the English language.

 A. The Pilgrim’s Progress

 B. Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners.

 C. The Life and Death of Mr. Badman 

 D. The Holy War 

3. Among the representatives of the Enlightenment, who was the first to intro-duce rationalism to England?

A. John Bunyan                       B. Daniel Defoe 

C. Alexander Pope                     D. Jonathan Swift 

4. Generally speaking，the Renaissance refers to the period between the 14th and mid-17th centuries, its essence is __________.

A. science           B. philosophy        C. arts              D. humanism 

5. “So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see,/ So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.” (Shakespeare, Sonnets 18) What does “this” refer to?

A. lover             B. time              C. summer          D. poetry 

6. Which of the following is not true about Renaissance?

A. Humanism is the essence of the Renaissance.

B. Attitudes and feelings which had been characteristic of the 14th and 15th centuries persisted well down into the era of Humanism and Reformation.

C. It was Chaucer, who initiated the Reformation.

D. The Elizabethan drama, in its totality, is real main stream of the English Renaissance.

7. It is _____________ alone who, for the first time in English literature, presented to us a comprehensive realistic picture of the English society of his time and created a whole gallery of vivid characters from all walks of life.

A. Geoffrey Chaucer                   B. Martin Luther 

C. William Langland                   D. John Gower 

8. The sentence “Shall I compare three to a summer’s day?” is the beginning line of one of Shakespeare’s ___________.

A. comedies                B. tragedies        C. histories    D. sonnets 

9. Which of the following statements is not the reason for that Edmund Spenser is famous for “the poets’ poet”?

A. Spenser’s idealism                    B. His struggle for cateria.

C. His love of beauty.                    D. His exquisite melody.

10. Marlowe gave new vigor to ___________with his “mighty lines”.

A. the Petranchan sonnet                  B. Sestina 

C. terzarima                            D. blank verse 

11. In Shelley’s “To a Skylark”, the bird, suspended between reality and poetic image, pours forth an exultant song which suggests to the poet ___________.

A. both celestial rapture and human limitation 

B. both image creation and profound meaning 

C. both music and words 

D. both inspiration and skill of writing 

12. “Do you think, because I am poor, obscure, plain, and little, I am soulless and heartless?... and if God had gifted me with some beauty, and much wealth, I should have made it as hard for you to leave me, as it is now for me to leave you.” The above quoted passage is most probably, taken from_____________

A. Great Expectations                   B. Wuthering Heights 

C. Jane Eyre                           D. Pride and Prejudice 

13. The sentences “And now the he stared at her so earnestly that I thought the very intensity of his gaze would bring tears into his eyes; but they burned with anguish, they did not melt” are found in _________.

A. Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

B. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 

C. Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift 

D. Paradise lost by John Milton 

14. All of the following four except _________ are the most eminent dramatists in the Renaissance England.

A. Francis Bacon                            B. Christopher Marlowe 

C. William Shakespeare                       D. Ben Jonson 

15. In the following descriptions of the Neoclassical Period, which is wrong?

A. The Neoclassical Period is prior to the Romantic Period.

B. Henry Fielding is one of the representatives of the Neoclassical period.

C. The modern English novel came into being in the Neoclassical period.

D. The Neoclassical Period is also known as the Age of Enlightenment.

16. “Oprince, O chief of my throned powers,/ That led th’ embattled separation to war/ Under thy conduct, and in dreadful deeds/ Fearless, endangered Heaven’s perpetual king”. In the third line of the above passage quoted from Milton’s Paradise Lost, the phrase “thy conduct” refers to __________conduct.

A. God’s               B. Satan’s           C. Adam’s           D. Eve’s 

17. Which of the following comments on William Blake is not true?

A. Childhood is central to Blake’s concern in the Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience.

B. Blake’s Marriage of Heaven and Hell marks his entry into maturity.

C. The Book of Loss is his masterpiece.

D. Symbolism in wide range is a distinctive feature of his poetry.

18. It is generally regarded that Keat’s most important and mature poems are in the form of _________.

A. elegy              B. ode              C. epic               D. sonnet 

19. Daniel Defoe’s novels mainly focus on _____________.

A. the struggle of the unfortunate for mere existence 

B. the struggle of the shipwrecked persons for security 

C. the struggle of the pirates for wealth 

D. the struggle of the criminals for property 

20. in the Shepheardes Calender, Edmund Spenser tried to express___________.

A. he met Sir Philip Sidney and started a friendship with him 

B. he met Leicester

C. his laments over the loss of Rosalind 

D. his laments over the loss of Elizabeth 

21. In Beowulf, __________ fought against the monster Grendel and a five breathing dragon .

A. the Anglo-Saxons                        B. Beowulf 

C. the Scandinavian                         D. the Winter Dragon 

22. In Spenser’s masterpiece The Faerie Queene, he speaks of _________ virtues of the private gentleman.

A. 10                     B. 11                C.12            D. 13

23. Francis Bacon is best known for his _________ which greatly influenced the development of this literary form.

A. essays                 B. poems             C. works          D. plays 

24. The literary form of The Faerie Queen is ___________.

A. allegorical poem                          B. Lyric poem 

C. ironic poem                              D. narrative poem 

25. Of the following description, which doesn’t belong to the characteristics of Spenser’s poetry?

A. a perfect melody                          B. a rare sense of beauty 

C. a splendid imagination                     D. realism 

26. Most of Thomas Hardy’s novels are set in Wessex ______________.

A. a crude region in England                    B. a fictional primitive region 

C. a remote rural area                          D. Hardy’s hometown 

27. We can perhaps describe the west wind in Shelley’s poem “Ode to the West Wind” with all the following terms except___________.

A. swift                  B. proud              C. tamed          D. wild 

28. “Blindness”, “Partiality”, “Prejudice” and “absurdity” in the novel “Pride and Prejudice” the most likely the characteristics of _________.

A. Elizabeth                                B. Darcy 

C. Mr. Bennet                               D. Mrs. Bennet 

29. The modern English novel came into being in _________.

A. the middle of the 17th century 

B. the 17th century 

C. the late 18th century 

D. the middle of the 18th century 

30. In terms of Pride and Prejudice, which is not true?

A. Pride and Prejudice is the most popular of Jane Austen’s novel.

B. Pride and Prejudice is originally drafted as “First Impressions”.

C. Pride and Prejudice is a tragic novel.

D. In this novel, the author explores the relationship between great love and realistic benefits.

31. Chronologically the Victorian Period refers to ___________.

A. 1798-832                         B. 1836-1901

C. The Romantic Period                D. the Neoclassical Period 

32. In the following figures, who is Dicken’s first child hero?

A. Fagin           B. Mr. Brownlow.    C. Oliver Twist         D. Bill Sikes .

33. R. B. Sheridan was the only important England dramatist of the 18th century. His plays , especially _________and ___________ are generally regarded as important links between the masterpieces of Shakespeare and those Bernard Shaw.

A. The Rivals; Tome Jones 

B. The Rivals; The School for Scandal 

C. Pamela; The School for Scandal 

D. The Rivals; St. Patrich’s Day

34. Middlemarch is considered to the Geoge Eliot’s greatest novel, owing to all the following reasons except___________.

A. it vividly depicts English country life 

B. it probes into perpetual philosophical thought 

C. it provides a panoramic view of life 

D. it reveals women’s true feelings 

35. As the most gifted of the “University Wits”, Marlowe composed six plays within his short life, which of the following writings doesn’t belong to them?

A. Tamburlaine.                         B. Dr. Faustus.

C. The Jew of Malta .                     D. The Faerie Queene.

36.The Romantic Period is an age of poetry. Blake. Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley and Keats are the major poets. They started a rebellion against the neoclassical literature, which was later regarded as __________.

A. the poetic romance                   B. the poetic movement 

C. the poetic revolution                  D. the poetic reformation 

37. The author of the writing “The Return of the Native” is ____________.

A. Thomas Hardy                      B. D. H. Lawrence 

C. Robert Browning                    D. Alfred Tennyson 

38. Which of the following figures is not known as “the Angry Young Men”?

A. Thomas Hardy.                      B. John Wain.

C. John Braine.                        D. Kinysley Amis.

39. Who is not the major figure of modernist movement?

A. Eliot.            B. Joyce.          C. Charles Dickens.        D. Pound .

40. “At last she spoke to me. When she addressed the first words to me I was so confused that I did not know what to answer. She asked me was I going to Araby. I forgot whether I answered yes or no. It would be a splendid bazaar, she said; she would love to go.” The passage is taken from___________.

A. John Galsworthy’s The Man of Property 

B. Jame Joyce’s Dubliners 

C. D. H. Lawrence’s Sons and Lovers 

D. James Joyce’s Ulysses 

41. Tess of the D’Urbervilles, one of Thomas Hardy’s best known novels, portrays man as _______.

A. being hereditarily either good or bad 

B. being self-sufficient 

C. having no control over his own fate 

D. still retaining his own faith in a world of confusion 

42. Who is the author of the writing “Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage”?

A. Byron.           B. Blake.           C. Keats.          D. Coleridge. 

43. Which of the following novels is not stream-of-consciousness novel?

A. Pilgrimage                                B. Ulysses 

C. Mrs. Dalloway                             D. Tess of the D’Urbervilles 

44. The following playwrights brought about the Irish National Theatre Move-men in the early 20th century except___________.

A. W. B. Yeats                               B. J. M. Synge 

C. George Bernard Shaw                       D. Lady Gregory 

45. In the following writers by Henry Feilding, which brings him the name of the “Prose Homer”?

A. The Coffee-House Politician. 

B. The Tragedy of Tragedies.

C. The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling.

D. The History of Amelia.

46. In the Robert Browning’s works, which established his position as one of the greatest English poets?

A. Pauline                         B. The Ring and the Book 

C. Sordello.                        D. Dramatic Romances and Lyrics.

47. In “The lake Isle of Innisfree”, William Butler Yeats expresses his ________.

A. hope to go abroad 

B. desire to escape into a “fairyland”

C. love for common life 

D. hatred for war 

48. The major concern of _______fiction lies in the tracing of the psychological development of his characters and in his energetic criticism of the dehumanizing effect of the capitalist industrialization on human nature.

A. John Galsworthy’s                        B. Thomas Hardy’s 

C. D. H. Lawrence                          D. Charles Dickens’

49._________ is considered to be the best-known English dramatist since Shakespeare.

A. Oscar Wilde                            B. John Galsworthy 

C. W. B. Yeats                             D. George Bernard Shaw 

50. Of the following poets, which is not regarded as “Lake Poets”?

A. Samuel Taylor Coleridge.                 B. Robert Southy.

C. William Wordsworth.                     D. William Shakespeare.

51. Generally, English Romanticism refers to the period of ________.

A. 1798-1832

B. 1660-1798

C. a historical phase of literature without constant limit 

]D. 1836-1901

52. Which of the following best describes the protagonist of Thomas Hardy’s “The Mayor of Casterbridge”?

A. He is a man of self-esteem.                  

B. He is a man of self-contempt.

C. He is a man of self-confidence                  

D. He is a man of self-sufficience.

53. The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan is often said to be concerned with the search for __________.

A self-fulfillment                               B. spiritual salvation 

C. material wealth                              D. universal truth 

54. The lines “Death, be not proud, though some have called thee/Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so;” are found in __________ writings.

A. William Wordsworth’s                        B. John Keat’s 

C. John Donne’s                               D. Shelley’s 

55. Contrary to the traditional romance of aristocrats, the modern English novel gives a realistic presentation of life of __________.

A. the common English people                   B. the upper class 

C. the rising bourgeoisie                        D. the enterprising landlords 

56. In Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard, Thomas Gray reveals his sympathy for ____________, but mocks the great ones who despise them and bring haboc on them .

A. the poor and the unknown                     B. the middle class 

C. the proletariat                               D. the landlords 

57. Although writing from different points of view and with different techniques, writers in the Victorian Period shared one thing in common, that is, they were all concerned about__________.

A. the love story between the rich and the poor 

B. the techniques in writing 

C. the fate of the common people 

D. the future of their own country 

58. ________not only continued to expose and criticize all sorts of social iniquities, but finally came to question and attack the Victorian conventions and morals.

A. George Eliot                            B. Thomas Hardy 

C. D. H. Lawrence                          D. Charles Dickens 

59. Compared to the fact that the Augustans emphasized those features that men have in common, the Romanticism emphasized the _____________.

A. special quality of each individual’s mind 

B. the inner world of the human spirit 

C. ambition

D. sympathy to each other 

60. The protagonist of the poem “Love Song of T. Alfred Prufrock” is a king of figure caught in a sense of deafened idealism and tortured by satisfied desired. Of the following descriptions of him, which is not suitable for him?

A. He is neurotic.                       B. He is self-important.

C. He is illogical.                       D. He is a man of action. 

61. Here is a sentence from an essay, “Read not to contradict and confuse, nor to believe and take for granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to weigh and consider”.

A. Of Studies by Francis Bacon 

B. The Advancement of Learning by Francis Bacon 

C. Novum Organum by Francis Bacon 

D. Essays by Francis Bacon 

62. Which of the following is considered to be a better-structured novel of D. H. Lawrence’s?

A. Women in Love.                               B. Sons and Lovers.

C. The Rainbow.                                 D. Lady Chatterley’s Lover.

63. In the first part of Gulliver’s Travels, Gulliver told his experience in ____________.

A. Lilliput             B. Brobdingnag         C. Houyhnhnm    D. England 

64. In the theatrical world of the neoclassical period, ________was the leading figure among the host of playwrights.

A. William Blake                              B. Richard Brinsley Sheridan 

C. Ben Johnson                                D. George Bernard Shaw 

65. ______lays the foundation for modern science with his insistence on scientific way of thinking and fresh observation rather than authority as a basis for obtaining knowledge.

A. Francis Bacon                              B. Thomas Hardy 

C. Charles Dickens                             D. William Blake 

66. Alexander Pope Strongly advocated ________, emphasized that literary works should be judged by classical rules of order, reason, logic, restrained emotion, good taste and decorum.

A. idealism                                   B. neoclassicism 

C. romanticism                                D. sentimentalism 

67. Dickens’ works are characterized by a mingling of ___________and pathos.

A. metaphor             B. passion            C. satire           D. humor 

68. Which of the following in not true about James Joyce?

A. Ulysses has become a prime example of modernism in literature.

B. Joyce is regarded as the most prominent stream-of –consciousness novel.

C. Joyce is a realistic writer in English literature history.

D. His novel “A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man” is a naturalistic account of the hero’s bitter experiences and his final artistic and spiritual liberation.

69. Which of the following writing can be regarded as typically belonging to the school of Romantic literary?

A. Don Juan.                        B. Ulysses.

C. Jane Eyre.                        D. Sons and Lovers.

70. Which of the following cannot describe “Byronic hero”?

A. Proud.                           B. Mysterious.

C. Noble origin                      D. Progressive.

71. The following comments on Daniel Defoe are true except______________.

A. Robinson Crusoe is his first novel 

B. Robinson Crusoe is universally considered his masterpiece 

C. He was a member of the upper class 

D. In his novels, his sympathy for the downtrodden, unfortunate poor is shown 

72. In the history of literature, Romanticism is generally regarded as______________

A. the thought that designates a literary and philosophical theory which tends to see the individual as the very canter of all life and all experience.

B. the thought that designates man as social animal 

C. the orientation that emphasizes those features which men have in common 

D. the modes of thinking 

73. James Joyce’s Ulysses could hardly be termed as a traditional novel, because___________.

A. it is an account of daily life 

B. there in no story, no plot and no action inside

C. it s divided into episodes 

D. there are only three characters 

74. After reading the first chapter of Pride and Prejudice, we may come to know that Mrs. Benet is a woman of _________.

A. simple character and poor understanding 

B. simple character and quick wit 

C. intricate character and poor understanding 

D. intricate character and quick wit 

75. According to D. H. Lawrence,         was the first novelist that “started putting all the actions inside”.

A. George Eliot                              B. Thomas Hardy 

C. Thomas Carlyle                            D. Thomas Babington Macaulay 

76. The poetic form which Browning attached to maturity and perfection is __________.

A. dramatic monologue                        B. use of symbol 

C. use of ironic language                       D. use of lyrics 

77. Which of the following writings by D. H. Lawrence is regarded to be a more profoundly ordered novel than any other writing by him?

A. The Rainbow.                             B. Sons and Lovers.

C. The White Peacock.                        D. Women in Love.

78. The term “metaphysical poetry” is commonly used to name the work of the 17th century writers who wrote under the influence of ___________.

A. John Milton                             B. John Donne 

C. John Keats                              D. John Bunyan 

79. Of the following writings by James Joyce, which is a prime example of modernism in literature?

A. Ulysses.

B. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.

C. Dubliners .

D. Finnegans Wake.

80. “The Vanity Fair” is a well-known part in ___________.

A. The Pilgrim’s Progress

B. Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners 

C. The Life and Death of Mr. Badman 

D. The Holy War 

81. Of all the 18th century novelists._____________ was the first to set out, both in theory and practice, to write specifically a “comic epic in prose”, and the first to give the modern novel its structure and style.

A. Daniel Defoe                                B. Samuel Johnson 

C. Oliver Goldsmith                             D. Henry Feilding 

82. The Songs and Sonnets, by which Donne is probably best known, ________is the basic theme.

A. love                                       B. friendship 

C .parental relations                             D. citizenship 

83. _________is a typical feature of Swift’s writings.

A. Elegant style                             B. Casual narration 

C. Bitter satire                              D. complicated sentence structure 

84. The period of Old English literature refers to _________.

A. about the year of 450-the year of 1066

B. 14th-mid-17th 

C. 14th –mid-18th 

D. 16th –mid-18th 

85. The middle of the 18th century was predominated by a newly literary form, that is the modern English __________, which gives a realistic presentation of life of the common English people.

A. prose                               B. short story 

C. novel                               D. tragicomedy 

86. Which of the following best describes the protagonist of Marlowe’s Tamburlaine?

A. He is a man of sympathy.

B. He is a man of cruelty and ambition.

C. He is a man of passion.

D. He is a man of apathy.

87. In Oliver Twist. Charles criticizes __________

A. money worshipping tendency 

B. dehumanizing of workhouse system

C. hypocrisy of the upper society

D. distortion of human heart 

88. Which of the following plays Shakespeare is history play?

A. Julius Caesar.                             B. The Merry Wives of Windsor. 

C. Henry I V.                                D. King Lear 

89. _______is regarded as a “ worshipper of nature”.

A. John Keats                               B. William Blake 

C. William Wordsworth                        D. Jane Austen 

90. Which of the following writings is not the work by Charles Dickens?

A. A Tale of Two Cities.                       B. Hard Times.

C. Oliver Twist.                              D. Sons and Lovers.

91. Statements _________is not true in describing Richard Brinsley Sheridan?

A. He was the only important English dramatist of the eighteenth century 

B. His plays “The Rivals” and “The School for Scandal” are generally regarded as true classics in English tragedy 

C. In his plays , morality is the constant theme  

D. The School for Scandal is his masterpiece 

92. The sentences, “This fair is no new-erected business, but a thing of ancient standing; I will show you the original of it”, are taken from_____________.

A. The Vanity Fair                           B. Paradise Lost 

C. Robinson Crusoe                          D. Gulliver’s Travels 

93. Which of the following comments on Charles Dickens is wrong?

A. Dickens is one of the greatest critical realists of the Modern Period.

B. His serious intention in to expose and criticize all the poverty, injustice, hypocrisy and corruptness he sees all around him. 

C. The later works show the development of Dickens towards a highly conscious artist of the modern type. 

D. A Tale of Two Cities is one of his later works.

94. “The Lawrence trilogy” refers to the following three plays except ______________.

A. A Collier’s Friday Night                    B. The Daughter-in Law 

C. The Widowing of Mrs. Holroyed             D. Lady Chatterley’s Lover

95. In his novel, Robinson Crusoe, Defoe eulogizes the hero of the ______________.

A. aristocratic                              B. enterprising landlords 

C. rising bourgeoisie                         D. hard-working people 

96. The 18th century England is known as the _________in the history.

A. Romanticism                            B. Classicism 

C. Renaissance                             D. Enlightenment 

97. The following comments of George Bernard Shaw are true except_______.
A. George Bernard Shaw’s career as a dramatist began in 1892, when his first play Widower’s Houses was put on by the Independent Theater Society 

B. George Bernard Shaw began his literary career by writing novels soon after his setting down in London 

C. George Bernard Shaw’s writings reflect the combination of realism and naturalism 

D. George Bernard Shaw’s plays can be termed as problem plays 

98. Statement __________is not true in describing Gothic novel.

A. Gothic novel is a type of romantic fiction 

B. Gothic novel predominated in the early eighteenth century 

C. Its principal elements are violence, horror, and supernatural 

D. The Mysteries of Udolpho by Ann Radcliff is typical Gothic romance 

99. In Hardy’s “ Wessex” novels, there is an apparent       touch in this description of the simple and beautiful though primitive rural life. 

A. nostalgic             B. humorous           C. romantic      D. sarcastic 

100. In which of the following poems by William Butler Yeats did you find the allusion to Helen and the Trojan War?

A. Sailing to Byzantium.                  B. Sown by the Sally Garden. 

C. The Lake Isle of Innisfree.              D. Leda and the Swan 

101. Of the following poems by T. S Eliot, which is hailed as a landmark and a model of the 20th century English poetry?

A. Poems 1909-1925.

B. The Hollow Men. 

C. Prufrock and Other Observations.

D. The Waste Land .

(二)答案

I. Keys to multiple choice 

1. B   2.A   3.C   4.D   5.D   6.C   7.A   8.D   9.B   10.D

11.A  12.C  13.A  14.A  15.D  16.B  17.C  18.B  19.B   20.C

21.B  22.C  23.A  24.A  25.D  26.B  27.C  28.A  29.D   30.C

31.B  32.C  33.B  34.B  35.D  36.C  37.A  38.A  39.C   40.B

41.C  42.A  43.D  44.C  45.C  46.B  47.B  48.C  49.D   50.D 

51.D  52.D  53.B  54.C  55.A  56.A  57.C  58.B  59.A  60.D 

61.A  62.A  63.A  64.B  65.A  66.B  67.D  68.C  69.A  70.C 

71.C  72.A  73.B  74.A  75.A  76.A  77.D  78.B  79.A  80.A 

81.D  82.A  83.C  84.A  85.C  86.B  87.B  88.C  89.C  90.D 

91.B  92.A  93.A  94.D  95.D  96.D  97.C  98.B  99.A 

100.D  101.D  
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I. Blank Filling

1. The War of Independence lasted eight years till _____.

2. Thomas Paine, with his natural gift for pamphleteering and rebellion, was appropriately born into an age of _____.

3. A series of sixteen pamphlets by Paine was entitled _____.

4. Franklin’s best writing is found in his masterpiece _______.

5. Franklin was the epitome of the ____________, the versatile, practical embodiment of national man in the 18th century.

6. The most outstanding poet in America of the18th century was ________.

7. ___________ was considered as the “poet of the American Revolution.”

8. Except Common Sense, Paine’s the other two famous works were ____________ and ______________.

9. Eighteen-century America experienced an age of _________, of _________, and __________ like England and Europe.

10. Franklin’s claim to a plane in literature rests chiefly on his ______________and ___________.
II. Multiple choice

11. In American literature, the eighteen century was the age of the Enlightenment. _________ was the dominant spirit.

A. Humanism


B. Rationalism

C. Revolution

D. Evolution

12. “God help them that help themselves” is found in _______ work.

A. Paine



B. Franklin



C. Freneau


D. Jefferson

13. Which statement about Franklin is not true?

A. He instructed his countrymen as a printer.

B. He was a scientist.

C. He was a master of diplomacy.

D. He was a Puritan.

14. Which of the following stirred the world and helped form the American republic?

A. The American Crisis






B. The Federalist

C. Declaration of Independence




D. The Age of Reason

15. Which is not connected with Thomas Paine?

A. Common Sense







B. The American Crisis

C. The Rights of Man







D. The Autobiography

16. “These are the times that try men’s souls”, these words were read to Washington’s troops and did much to spur excitement to further action with hope and confidence. Who is the author of these words?
A. Benjamin Franklin






B. Thomas Paine

C. Thomas Jefferson






D. George Washington
17. Which statement about Freneau is true?

A. He was a satirist






B. He was a pamphleteer

C. He was a poet







D. He was a bitter polemicist

18. Which work is written by Freneau?

A. The Rights of Man





B. The Wild Honey Suckle

C. Poor Richard’s Almanac




D. The Day Of Doom

19. Who was considered as the “Poet of American Revolution”?

A. Anne Bradstreet






B. Edward Taylor

C. Michael Wigglesworth





D. Philip Freneau

20. At the Reason and Revolution Period, Americans were influenced by the European movement called the ________

A. Charitist Movement.





B. Romanticist Movement.

C. Enlightenment Movement.




D. Modernist Movement.
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I. Blank Filling
1. In the early nineteenth century, Washington Irving wrote ___________ which became the first work by an American writer to win financial success on both sides of the Atlantic.

2. The Romantic period in the American literary history covers the time between the end of the ________ century to the outbreak of the __________.  It started with the publication of Irving’s ______________ and ended with Whitman’s _____________. This period is also called ________.

3. Irving’s The Sketch Book is a collection of essays, sketches and tales, of which the most famous and frequently anthologized are ____________ and _____________.

4. The Transcendental Club often met at ______’s Concord home.

5. Emersonian Transcendentalism is actually a philosophical school which absorbed some ideological concerns of American ___________ and European Romanticism.
6. ____________ was regarded as Father of the American short stories.

7. Irving also wrote two biographies, one is The Life of Oliver Goldsmith, and the other is _____.

8. Cooper’s novel ______________ was a rousing tale about espionage against the British during the Revolutionary War.

9. The central figure in the Leatherstocking Tales is _____________, who goes by the various names of Leatherstocking, Deerslayer, Pathfinder and Hawkeye.

10. In ___________, Whitman airs his sorrow at President Lincoln’s death.

11. The great work _____________ not only demonstrates Emersonian ideas of self-reliance but also develops and tests Thoreau’s own transcendental philosophy.

12. In ____________, Whitman’s own early experience may well be identified with the childhood of a young growing America.

13. “Imbued with an inquiring imagination, an intensely meditative mind, and unceasing interest in the ‘interest of the heart’ of man’s being” is used to describe _____________.
14. _____________ by Melville is a novella about a ship whose black slave cargo mutiny holds their captain a terrorized hostage.

15. A superb book ____________ came out of Thoreau’s two-year experiment at Walden Pond.

16. From Thoreau’s Concord jail experience, came his famous essay _____________.

17. Hester Prynne is the heroine in Hawthorne’s novel _________.

18. Melville’s novel _______________ is a tremendous chronicle of a whaling voyage in pursuit of a seemingly supernatural white whale.

19. The best of Cooper’s sea romances was ______________. The hero of the novel represents John Pall Jones, the great naval fighter of the Revolutionary War.

20. ___________ is the narrator in Moby-Dick.

21. Transcendentalism was put forward by the people from _____________.

22. _________________ has been regarded as “America’s Declaration of Intellectual Independence.”

23. Published in 1823, ____________ was the first of the Leatherstocking Tales, in their publication time, and probably the first true romance of the frontier in American literature.

24. The way in which ___________ wrote The Scarlet Letter suggests that American Romanticism adapted itself to American puritan moralism.

25. _______________ can somewhat be called “the Father of the American detective story”.

II. Multiple choice
1. Statement ________is wrong in describing Nathaniel Hawthorne.

A. One source of evil that Hawthorne is concerned most is over-reaching intellect 

B. Hawthorne is a realistic writer

C. Hawthorne is also a great allegorist

D. Hawthorne is a master of symbolism

2. In Walt Whitman’s “There was a Child Went Forth,” the child refers to _________.

A. the poet himself as a child

B. any American child

C. the young America

D. one of the poet’s neighbor

3. In Moby-Dick, the voyage symbolizes ________.

A. the microcosm of human society
B. a search for truth

C. the unknown world

D. nature

4. Thoreau was often alone in the woods or by the pond, lost in spiritual communication with ____

A. nature








B. transcendentalist ideas

C. human beings







D. celestial beings

5. The Transcendentalist group includes two of the most significant writers America has produced so far, Emerson and _________.

A. Henry David Thoreau





B. Washington Irving

C. Nathaniel Hawthorne





D. Walt Whitman

6. ________ tells a simple but very moving story in which four people living in a puritan community are involved in and affected by the sin of adultery in different ways.

A. Twice-Told Tales






B. The Scarlet Letter

C. The House of the Seven Gables



D. The Marble Faun

7. _______ is regarded as the first American prose epic.

A. Nature








B. The Scarlet Letter




C. Walden








D. Moby-Dick

8. The Romantic Period of American literature started with the publication of Washington Irving’s _________ and ended with Whitman’s Leaves of Grass.

A. The Sketch Book






B. Tales of a Traveler




C. The Alhambra







D. A history of New York

9. Washington Irving’s social conservation and literary for past is revealed, to some extent, in his famous story, ______.
A. “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”


B. “Rip Van Winkle”

C. “The Custom-House”





D. “The Birthmark”

10. Which of the following comments on the writings by Herman Melville is not true?

A. “Bartleby, the Scrivener” is a short story.

B. “Benito Cereno” is a novella.

C. The Confidence-Man has something to do with the sea and sailors.

D. Moby-Dick is regarded as the first American Prose epic.

11. The giant Moby Dick may symbolize all EXCEPT _______.

A. mystery of the universe




B. sin of the whale

C. power of the Great Nature




D. evil of the world

12. The convention of the desire for an escape from society and a return to nature in American literature is particularly evident in ________

A. Cooper’s Leatherstocking Tales

B. Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter

C. Whitman’s Leaves of Grass

D. Irving’s Rip Van Winkle

13. As a philosophical and literary movement, _______ flourished in New England from the 1830s to the Civil War.
A. modernism







B. rationalism

C. sentimentalism






D. transcendentalism

14. In Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, “A” may stands for _______.

A. Adultery








B. Angel

C. Amiable








D. All the above

15. ______ is not the member of Transcendental Club.

A. Emerson


B. Thoreau


C. Whitman

D. Fuller

16. Poe’s first collection of short stories is _______

A. Tales of a Traveller

B. Leatherstocking Tales

C. Canterbury Tales

D. Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque

17. For Melville, as well as for the reader and _______, the narrator, Moby Dick is still a mystery, an ultimate mystery of the universe.

A. Starbuck


B. Stubb



C. Ishmael

D. Arab

18. Choose the characters which appear in the novel The Scarlet Letter?
A. Hester Prynne







B. Atthur Dimmesdale

C. Roger Chillingworth





D. Pearl
19. ______ was a romanticized account of Melville’s stay among the Polynesians. The success of the book soon made Melville become known as the “man who lived among cannibals”.

A. Moby Dick







B. Typee

C. Omoo








D. Billy Budd

20. The period before the American Civil War is generally referred to as _______.

A. the Naturalist Period





B. the Modern Period

C. the Romantic Period





D. the Realistic Period

21. All of the following are works by Nathaniel Hawthorne except ______.

A. The House of the Seven Gables



B. White Jacket

C. The Marble Faun






D. The Blithedale Romance

22. In the following works, which signs the beginning of the American literature?

A. The Sketch Book






B. Leaves of Grass

C. Leatherstocking Tales





D. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

23. The main theme of Emily Dickinson is the following except _______.

A. religion








B. love and marriage

C. life and death







D. war and peace

24. Emily Dickinson’s poetic idiom is noted for the following except ________.

A. brevity








B. directness

C. plainest words







D. obscure

25. “There is evil in every human heart, which may remain latent, perhaps, through the whole life; but circumstances may rouse it to activity.” Which of the following writings is the thought reflected in?

A. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Young Goodman Brown
B. Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

C. Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass

D. Herman Melville’s Moby Dick

26. It is on his _______ that Washington Irving’s fame mainly rested.

A. tales about America

B. early poetry

C. childhood recollections

D. sketches about his European tours

27. ______ is the most ambivalent writer in the American literary history.

A. Nathaniel Hawthorne





B. Walt Whitman

C. Ralph Waldo Emerson




D. Mark Twain

28. In Hawthorne’s novels and short stories, intellectuals usually appear as _______.

A. saviors


B. villains


C. commentators


D. observers

29. Washington Irving’s Rip Van Winkle is famous for _______.
A. Rip’s escape into a mysterious place

B. The srory’s German legendary source material

C. Rip’s seeking for happiness

D. Rip’s 20-year sleep

30. The publication of _______ established Emerson as the most eloquent spokesman of New England Transcendentalism.

A. Nature








B. Self-Reliance
C. The American Scholar





D. The Over-Soul

31. Which of the following is not a work of Emily Dickinson’s?

A. This is my letter to the world

B. I heard a Fly buzz-when I died

C. The Road Not Taken

D. I like to see it lap the Miles

32. In the history of literature, Romanticism is regarded as _______.

A. the thought that designates a literary and philosophical theory which tends to see the individual as the very center of all life and all experience

B. the thought that designates man as a social animal

C. the orientation that emphasizes those features which men have in common 

D. the modes of thinking

33. Which three novels drew from Melville’s adventures among the people of the South Pacific islands?

A. Typee



B. Omoo


C. Mardi


D. Redburn

34. In the poem “Song of Myself”, Whitman sets forth the principle beliefs of ______.

A. the theory of universality
B. singularity and equality of all beings in value

C. both A and B 

D. none above

35. Most of the poems in Whitman’s Leaves of Grass sing of the “en-mass” and the ______ as well.

A. nature








B. life

C. self









D. self-reliance

36. Emily Dickinson’s poems (441) “This is my letter to the World” Expresses the poet’s _____ about her communication with the outside world.

A. indignation







B. joy

C. anxiety








D. indifference

37. Which of the following features cannot characterize poems by Walt Whitman?

A. lyrical and well-structured

B. free-flowing

C. simple and rather crude

D. conversational and casual

38. Which of the following writing is not finished by Ralph Waldo Emerson?

A. Nature








B. Essays

C. The Over-Soul






D. Of Studies

39. In “I heard a Fly buzz-when I died”, Emily Dickinson describes the moment of death _______

A. passionately







B. pessimistically

C. in despair








D. peacefully

40. Which book is not written by Emerson?

A. Representative Men





B. English Traits

C. Nature








D. The Rhodora
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I. Blank Filling
1. The Age of Realism is also what Mark Twain referred to as “_________”.

2. While Mark Twain and Howells seemed to have paid more attention to the “life” of the Americans, Henry James had apparently laid great emphasis on the “_________” of man.

3. In 1859, Darwin published ________, which exerted great influence on American Naturalism.

4. _______ is regarded as “the true father of our national literature.”

5. Henry __________ probed deeply at the individual psychology of his characters, writing in a rich and intricate style that supposed his intense scrutiny of complex human experience.
6. _________________, breaking out of the narrow limits of local color fiction, described the breadth of American experience as no one had ever done before, or since.

7. __________ was the first literary giant born West of the Mississippi.

8. The result of Mark Twain’s European trip was a series of newspaper articles, later published as a book called ______.

9. The novel which was described by an American critic as “an outrage to American girlhood” is Henry James’ _________.

10. ____________ is considered the founder of Psychological realism. He believed that reality lies in the impressions made by life on the spectator.

11. The name of the heroine in The Portrait of a Lady is ____________.

12. In 1902 London published his first novel ______________.

13. ______________ is the novel into which Jack London put most of himself.

14. Henry James’ realism is characterized by his ____________ approach to his subject matter.

15. The Financier, The Titan and The Stoic form Dreiser’s “__________”.

16. An American Tragedy is a masterpiece by __________.

17. The best work that Mark Twain ever produced is _________________, which was a success from its first publication in 1884, and has always been regarded as one of the great books of western literature and western civilization.
18. _________ is the pioneer who wrote in the naturalistic tradition.

19. Crane’s novel ___________ relates the story of a good woman’s downfall and destruction in a slum environment.

20. In the late nineteenth century, although Americans continued to read the works of Irving, Cooper, Hawthorne and Poe, the great age of American ___________ had ended.

21. The American _________________ sought to describe the wide range of American experience and to present the subtleties of human personality.
22. After the Civil War, the Frontier was closing. Disillusionment and frustration were widely felt. What had been expected to be a “Golden Age” turned to be a “___________” one.

23. Howells’ _____________ is a fine specimen of American realistic writing.

24. War in Crane’s novel ____________ is a plain slaughterhouse. There is nothing like valor or heroism on the battlefield ,and if there is anything, it is the fear of death, cowardice, the natural instinct of man to run from danger.

25. Norris’ novel ________________ has been called “the first fullbodied naturalistic American novel” and “a consciously naturalistic manifesto”.
II. Multiple choice
1. The Age of Realism in the literary of the United States refers to the period from ___ to _____.

A. 1861…1914







B. 1863…1918

C. 1965…1914







D. 1965…1918

2. _________ is not the representative writer in the Age of Realism in the literary history of the United States.

A. Henry James







B. Emily Dickinson

C. William Dean Howells





D. Mark Twain

3. ________ explores the scrupulous individualism in a world of fantastic speculation and unstable values, and gives its name to the get-rich-quick years of the post Civil War era.

A. Innocents Abroad






B. The Gilded age

C. Roughing It







D. The Middle Years

4. ______ is considered to be Theodore Dreiser’s greatest work.
A. An American Tragedy





B. Sister Carrie

C. The Financier







D. The Titan

5. _______ is a novella about a young American girl who gets “killed” by the winter in Rome, and it brought Henry James international fame for the first time.

A. The American







B. The Europeans

C. Daisy Miller







D. The Portrait of a Lady

6. Stylistically, Henry James’ fiction is characterized by _______
A. highly refined language




B. ordinary American speech

C. short, clear sentences





D. abundance of local images

7. ________ is described by Mark Twain as a boy with “a sound heart and a deformed conscience.”
A. Tom Sawyer







B. Huckleberry Finn

C. Jim









D. Tony

8. _______ is not a novel by Henry James dealing with the international theme.

A. What Maisie Knows





B. The Wings of the Dove

C. The Ambassadors






D. The Golden Bowl

9. The setting of ________ is America. Where some Europeans, who are actually expatriated Americans, learn with difficulty to adapt themselves to the American life.

A. Middlemarch







B. The Europeans

C. Daisy Miller







D. The Portrait of a Lady

10. Mark Twain’s ________ shows the disastrous effects of slavery on the victimizer and the victim alike.

A. The Mysterious Stranger




B. Tragedy of Puff’ nhead Wilson

C. The Gilded Age






D. Roughing It

11. Who exerts the single most important influence on literary naturalism, of which Theodore Dreiser and Jack London are among the best representative writers?

A. Freud



B. Darwin


C. W. D. Howells
D. Emerson
12. Mark Twain, one of the greatest 19th century American writers, is well known for his _______.

A. international theme





B. waste-land imagery

C. local color







D. symbolism

13. In Henry James’ Daisy Miller, the author tries to portray the young woman as an embodiment of _______.

A. the force of convention




B. the free spirit of the New World

C. the decline of aristocracy




D. the corruption of the newly rich

14. The literary characters of the American type in the early 19th century are generally characterized by all the following features except that they ______.

A. speak local dialects

B. are polite and elegant gentlemen

C. are simple and crude farmers

D. are noble savages (red and white) untainted by society

15. With Howells, James, and Mark Twain active on the literary scene, ______became the major trend in American literature in the seventies and eighties of 19th century.
A. sentimentalism






B. romanticism

C. realism








D. naturalism

16. Generally speaking, all those writers with a naturalistic approach to human reality tend to be _______.

A. transcendentalists






B. idealists

C. pessimists







D. impressionists

17. Mark Twain wrote most of his literary works with a _______ language.

A. grand









B. pompous

C. simple








D. vernacular

18. Henry James experimented with many different themes in his literary career, the most influential one being ______.

A. nothingness

B. disillusionment

C. international theme
D. relationship between men and women

19. Theodore Dreiser is generally regarded as one of America’s _______.

A. naturalists







B. realists

C. modernists







D. romanticists

20. Dreiser’s Trilogy of Desire includes three novels. They are The Financier, The Titan and _______.

A. The Stoic








B. The Giant

C. The Tycoon







D. The Genius

21. The book from which “all modern American literature comes” refers to ______.

A. The Great Gatsby

B. The Sun Also Rises

C. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

D. Moby-Dick

22. The impact of Darwin’s evolutionary theory on the American thought and the influence of the nineteenth-century French literature on the American men of letters gave rise to yet another school of realism: American ________.

A. modernism







B. naturalism

C. vernacularism







D. local colorism

23. Which of the following writing is by Hemingway described the nivel the one book from which “all modern American literature comes”?
A. Tom Sawyer







B. Huckleberry Finn

C. The Gilded Age






D. Life on the Mississippi

24. Mark Twain had an active in the very center of the American experience. He had been a _______.

A. printer, pilot, soldier





B. silver-minor, gold-washer

C. lecturer, traveler, businessman



D. novelist, autobiographer

25. While embracing the socialism of Marx, London also believed in the triumph of the strongest individuals. This contradiction is most vividly projected in the patently autobiographical novel _______.
A. The Call of the Wide





B. The Sea Wolf

C. Martin Eden







D. The Iron Heel

26. In 1900, London published his first collection of short stories, named _______.

A. The Son of the Wolf





B. The Sea Wolf

C. The Law of Life






D. White Fang

27. The main theme of ________ The Art of Fiction reveals his literary credo that representation of life should be the main object of the novel.

A. Henry Lames’







B. William Dean Howells’

C. Mark Twain’s







D. Jack London’s

28. Stephen Crane’s best short stories include ________, __________ and ________, all reinforcing the basic Crane motif environment and heredity overwhelming man.

A. Open Boat







B. An Experiment

C. The Blue Hotel






D. The Red Badge of Courage

29. Mark Twain stood on the side of China in its struggle against foreign invasions. His ______ and _______ are two notable examples of his vigorous attacks on the imperialist behavior of the United States and other foreign countries in China.
A. The Treaty with China

B. To the Person Sitting in Darkness

C. Disgraceful Persecution of a Boy
D. Goldsmith’s Friend Abroad Again

30.Dreiser was left-oriented in his views. He visited Russia and wrote _____ and ______ to express his new faith, and shortly before his death, he joined the Communist Party.

A. Dreiser Looks at Russia




B. Tragic America

C. An American Tragedy





D. The Titan
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I. Blank Filling
1. _____________ stands as a great dividing line between the nineteenth century and the contemporary American literature.

2. _____________ became the spokesman for what Gertrude Stein had called “the lost generation”.
3. _____________ combined traditional verse forms with a clear American local speech rhythm, forming his own characteristic.

4. Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby is set in the _______ Age.

5. In 1920, Sinclair Lewis published his memorable denunciation of American small-town Provincialism in ___________.

6. Fitzgerald summarized the experiences and attitudes of the 1920s decade in his masterpiece novel ______________.
7. Early in the 1920s, the most prominent of the new American playwrights, whose name is ____________, established an international reputation.

8. The ___________ County is a legendary kingdom created by Faulkner.

9. The ___________ of the 1930s greatly weakened the American nation’s self confidence.

10. The American writers of the 1950s often used the psychological insights taken from the writing of Sigmund _____________ and his followers.

11. An American woman writer named __________ who had lived in Paris since 1903, welcomed the young expatriates to her literary salon, and gave them a name “the lost generation”.

12. _________ wrote about the disintegration of the old social system in the American Southern States, and its effect on the lives of modern people, both black and white.
13. Pound was the leader of a new movement in poetry which he called the “______” movement.

14. Ezra Pound’s major work of poetry is the long poem called __________.

15. Robert Frost’s first book ________ brought him to the attention of influential critics, such as Ezra Pound, who praised him as an authentic poet.

16. “After Apple-Picking” is a well-known poem written by ___________.

17. William Faulkner’s works mainly concern the American __________.

18. Robert Frost’s poetry focused on the landscape and people in __________.

19. “The apparition of these faces in the crowd: /Petals on a wet, black bough” is written by ____________.

20. ___________ was successful in two fields of activity which did not seem compatible with one another: he was a very successful businessman and a very remarkable contemporary poet at the same time.
21. After his death, Stevens previously uncollected works appeared in the title of _________.

22. Fitzgerald’s first novel ________, with its portrayal of casual dissipations of “flaming youth”, was an immediate commercial success.

23. In 1925, Fitzgerald wrote his best novel ___________. It is the story of an idealist who was destroyed by the influence of the wealthy, pleasure-seeking people around him.

24. With the publication of the Sun Also Rises, ___________ became the spokesman for what Gertrude Stein had called “the lost generation”.

25. Hemingway’s stature as a writer was confirmed with the publication of his novel ________ in 1929. The novel portrayed a farewell both to war and to love.

26. In the novel The Old Man and the Sea. Hemingway portrayed an old fisherman named ____________, who shows triumphant even in defeat.

27. In 1954, Hemingway was awarded a _________for his “mastery of the art of modern narration”.
28. In the same way that Fitzgerald’s “Tales of the Jazz Age” became the symbol for an age, Hemingway’s novel _______ painted the image of a whole generation, the lost generation.

29. In the short novel __________, Steinbeck portrayed the tragic friendship between two migrant workers.

30. In the work ____________ Steinbeck described the fate of the lowly whose instinctive responses to life led only to destruction.

31. __________ is generally regarded as Steinbeck’s masterpiece.

32. In 1935, Steinbeck published __________, a collection of short stories which vividly described the life of poor Mexican-Americans with affection and humour.
33. Steinbeck’s post-war novel __________ reflected his bitter feelings against those greedy, rapacious elements of society which made the war possible.

34. Fitzgerald’s second novel ___________, describes a handsome young man and his beautiful wife, undoubtedly modeled after himself and Zelda.

35. O’ Nell’s play ____________ concerns the problem of modern man’s identity.

II. Multiple choice
1. In which of the following works, Hemingway presents his philosophy about life and death through the depiction of the bull-fight as a kind of microcosmic tragedy?

A. The Green Hills of Africa

B. The Snows of Kilimanjaro

C. To Have and Have Not

D. Death in the Afternoon
2. _______ is often acclaimed literary spokesman of the Jazz Age.

A. Ernest Hemingway

B. F. Scott Fitzgerald
C. William Faulkner

D. Ezra Pound

3. _______ is Hemingway’s first true novel in which he depicts a vivid portrait of “The Lost Generation”.

A. The Sun Also Rises

B. A Farewell to Arms

C. In Our Time

D. For Whom the Bell Tolls

4. Fitzgerald’s fictional world is the best embodiment of the spirit of _______

A. the Jazz Age

B. the Romantic Period

C. the Renaissance Period

D. the Neoclassical Period

5. Which of the following figures does not belong to “The Lost Generation”?

A. Ezra Pound
B. William Carlos Williams

C. Robert Frost

D. Theodore Dreiser

6. In a tragic sense, ___________ is a representation of life as a struggle against unconquerable forces in which only a partial victory is possible.

A. For Whom the Bell Tolls

B. In our Time

C. The Old Man and the Sea

D. A Farewell to Arms

7. Faulkner once said that _________ is a story of “lost innocence,” which proves itself to be an intensification of the theme of imprisonment in the past.

A. The Sound and the Fury

B. Light in August

C. Go Down, Moses

D. Absalom, Absalom

8. Robert Frost combined traditional verse forms— the sonnet, rhyming couplets, blank verse—with a clear American local speech rhythm, the speech of _______ farmers with its idiosyncratic diction and syntax.
A. southern








B. western

C. New Hampshire






D. New England

9. In which of the following poems by Ezra Pound did you find the allusion to vi-Shang?

A. In a Station of the Metro

B. The River-Merchant’s Wife: A Letter

C. A Pact

D. Hugh Selwyn Mauberley

10. Who, one of the most important poets in his time, is a leading spokesman of the “Imagist Movement”?

A. J. D. Salinger







B. Ezra Pound

C. Richard Wright






D. Ralph Ellison

11. Sinclair Lewis’ Babbitt presents a documentary picture of the narrow and limited _______.

A. up-class mind







B. middle-class mind

C. proletarian







D. ordinary people

12. Yank’ sense of belonging nowhere, hence homeless and rootless. The Hairy Ape is thus a play that concerns the problem of modern man’s _______.

A. love









B. homey relations

C. identity








D. development

13. In A Rose For Emily, Faulkner makes best use of __________ devices in narration.

A. romantic



B. realistic


C. gothic

D. modernist
14. American diction in the 1960s and 1970s proves to be different from its predecessors. It is always referred to as “________”.

A. Imagism








B. black humour

C. new fiction







D. the Beat Generation

15. As an autobiographical play, O’ Neill’s _______ (1951) has gained its status as a world classic and simultaneously marks the climax of his literary career and the coming of age of American drama.

A. Long Day’s Journey Into Night

B. The Hairy Ape

C. Desire Under the Elms

D. The Iceman Cometh

16. Tender Is the Night is a ________ by Fitzgerald.

A. short story



B. novella


C. poem

D. novel

17. The leading playwright of the modern period in American literature, if not the most successful in all his experiments, is __________.

A. Arthur Miller








B. Tennessee William

C. Robert Frost








D. Eugene o’ Neill

18. From Eugene O’ Neill’s works, we can see he is _______.

A. a man of optimism







B. a man of pessimism
C. a man of apathy







D. a man of inactivity

19. _________ is Hemingway’s first true novel, which portrays “The Lost Generation”.

A. For Whom the Bell Tolls





B. The Old Man and the Sea

C. The Sun Also Rises






D. A Farewell to Arms

20. ________ is a dramatist who holds the central position in American drama the modernistic period.

A. Sinclair Lewis







B. Eugene O’ Neill

C. Arthur Miller








D. Tennessee Williams

21. ________ is said to be a “historical novel” by Faulkner.

A. Go Down, Moses







B. Light in August

C. The Sound and the Fury





D. Absalom, Absalom

22. __________ stems from the ambiguity of the speaker’s choice between safety and the unknown.

A. Mending the Wall

B. Home Burial

C. The Road Not Taken

D. Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening

23. Hemingway’s writing style, together with his theme and the hero, is greatly and permanently influenced by his experiences _________.
A. in his childhood






B. in the war

C. in America







D. in Africa

24. The following writers were awarded Nobel Prize for literature except ______.

A. William Faulkner






B. F. Scott Fitzgerald

C. John Steinbeck






D. Ernest Hemingway

25. __________ fuses symbolism, poetry, and the affirmation of a pagan idealism to show how materialistic civilization denies the life— giving impulses and destroys the genuine artist.

A. Desire Under the Elms





B. The Emperor Jones
C. Lazarus Laughed






D. The Great God Brown

26. Most of Eugene O’ Neill’s plays are tragedies, dealing with _______-.

A. class conflicts







B. human existence and predicament

C. racial discrimination





D. domestic affairs

27. _________ is not considered to be one of the masters in the field of American fiction in the modernistic period.

A. F. Scott Fitzgerald






B. Ernest Hemingway

C. Arthur Miller







D. William Faulkner

28. “Two roads diverged in a yellow wood and sorry I could not travel both ...” In the above two lines of Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken, the poet, by implication, was referring to ____________.

A. a travel experience





B. a marriage decision

C. a middle-age crisis






D. one’s course of life

29. The American “Thirties”, lasted from the Crash, through the ensuing Great Depression, until the outbreak of the Second World war 1939. This was a period ____.

A. poverty








B. bleakness

C. important social movements



D. a new social consciousness

E. All of the above

30. ___________ showed great interest interest in Chinese literature and translated the poetry of Li Po into English, and was influenced by Confucian ideas.
A. Ezra Pound







B. Robert Frost

C. T. S. Eliot








D. E. E. Cummings

31. Ezra Pound’s long poem ________ contained more than one hundred poems loosely connected.

A. The Waste Land






B. The Cantos

C. Don Juan








D. Queen Mab

32. Wallace Stevens’ poetry is primarily motivated by the belief that true ideas correspond with an innate order in nature. Many of his good poems derive their emotional power from reasoned revelation. This philosophical intention is supported by the titles Stevens gave to his volumes such as _________.

A. Harmonium







B. Ideas of Order

C. Parts of a World






D. all of the above

33. The Fitzgeralds lived so extravagantly that they frequently spent more money than Fitzgerald earned for parties, liquor, entertaining their friends and travelling. It was this living style that nicknamed the decade of the 1920s as __________.

A. The Roaring Twenties





B. The Jazz Age

C. The Dollar Decade





D. all of the above

34. In 1954, _______ was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature for his “mastery of the art of modern narration”.
A. T. S. Eliot








B. Ernest Hemingway 

C. John Steinbeck






D. William Faulkner

35. _______ Wrote about the society in the South by inventing families which represented different social forces: the old decaying upper class; the rising ambitious, unscrupulous class of the “poor Whiles”; and the Negroes who labored for both of them.

A. Faulkner


B. Fitzgerald



C. Hemingway

D. Steinbeck

36. In Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury, he used a technique called ______, in which the whole story was told through the thoughts of one character.

A. stream of consciousness




B. imagism

C. symbolism







D. naturalism

37. Most of the writers in the modern period were able to probe into the inner world of human reality on the base of _____.

A. William James’ “stream of consciousness”

B. Carl Jung’s “collective unconscious” and “archetypal symbol”

C. Sigmund Freud’s “interpretation of dreams”
38. Writers of the first postwar era self-consciously acknowledged that they were ___.

A. A Lost Generation






B. a Beat Generation

C. a Jazz Generation






D. none of the above

39. Who is the author of the work: “ The Grapes of Wrath”?

A. John Steinbeck






B. Eugene O’ Neil

C. F. Scott Fitzgerald






D. Theodore Dreiser

40. In 1920 Sinclair Lewis published his memorable denunciation of American small-town provincialism in _________.

A. Main Street







B. An American Tragedy

C. Winesburg, Ohio






D. Sister Carrie
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